ENGL 313 – 01 Issues in West Indian Discourse

Spring 2022 (MW 12:00 – 1:20 pm)

  

                                               Dr. A. Marie Sairsingh

Office:                                    (Online Modality)                  

Office Hours:                         TR 12:00 – 2:00pm

E-mail Address:              marie.sairsingh@ub.edu.bs, marie.sairsingh@gmail.com 

Office Telephone:                   302-4510; Mobile/WhatsApp: 427-4393

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course is the sequential course to ENG 213 – West Indian Literature, which focuses on the roles played by History, Language, Race, Creolization, and Gender in the formation of West Indian/Caribbean literature. ENG 313 addresses other framing concepts and discourses: including Negritude, Pan Africanism, nationalism, feminism and diaspora discourse as these are manifested in the literature and in the critical and theoretical perspectives by which scholars analyze the literature. A general introduction to post-colonialism as it relates to West Indian (Caribbean) literature is also critical. 

 

Having one of the highest rates of migration in the world, the Caribbean has spawned many diasporas across the globe. Caribbeanness, then, extends beyond geographic location and as a concept, spawns questions regarding the nature of identity itself. One of the emphases of this course is the examination of the relationship between place and identity and the exploration of identity, more broadly, as a central theme in the literature. 

 

Writers are selected to ensure diversity in gender, race, ethnicity, and chronology. The texts are read in conjunction with selected material that assists a cultural studies approach to analysis and selected critical or theoretical essays that assist an understanding through any of the framing concepts listed above. We assess the validity of the arguments and perspectives in these essays in order to see their strengths and limitations for characterizing the literature.

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Students should be able to:

 

§  Define and apply key terms and concepts related to an understanding of literature in general –specifically, prose fiction, and poetry – and discuss texts with close focus on how literary strategies, devices and techniques are used to explore issues and present ideologies

§  Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which Caribbean historical, political and cultural particularities have impacted the development of Caribbean literature

§  Discuss the ways in which Caribbean history is inextricably linked to the histories of Europe, North America, Africa, and other regions of the world 

§  Identify the major themes – race, class, gender, sexuality, nationalism, transnationalism and discuss the ways in which the constructions of these aspects of identity are negotiated in the literature

§  Discuss how the selected writers use particular genres to explore the relationship between power on the one hand and race, gender, class and color on the other in the context of colonization, migration, and tourism

§  Define and utilize key literary terms and concepts in ways appropriate to understanding and discussing various genres of literature

§  Assess/evaluate literary texts through the process of close reading and through examination of the literary devices, strategies engaged by writers.

§  Demonstrate an understanding of the importance of fully contextualizing literary works 

§  In producing essays, short papers and other forms of writing, demonstrate excellent skills of analysis, application, synthesis, conceptualization, and organization of ideas and competence in the use of English, literary vocabulary and MLA documentation, methods and format

 

ASSIGNMENT GUIDELINES

 

§  Type your name, course and section, and the date in the upper left-hand side of the page

§  Use 12-point Times New Roman font, double-space your assignment, and ensure a 1” margin at the right, left, top and bottom of the page

§  Include a title to identify the assignment

§  Save all assignments – final as well as earlier drafts - on a flash drive

§  Proofread and correct errors before submitting assignments for grading!

 

TYPES OF ASSIGNMENTS

 

§  In-Class/Homework Assignments constitute 20% of your grade. These will include a total of four (4) shorter pieces to assess engagement with and comprehension of literary and theoretical/critical texts. These assignments should be around 2-3 pages in length. 

 

§  Leading class discussions is a critical component of the course and is assigned 10%. This assignment requires the discussion leader to read, prepare notes, relative to the assigned literary text – to raise questions, stimulate thought and discussion, incorporate secondary sources, and generally lead a successful discussion. The framing and discussion should utilize the first 20 minutes of the class. The rubric for this exercise is available in your syllabus.

 

§  The Oral Presentation counts for 10% of the overall grade. Students will examine their assigned theoretical or critical essay(s) and in a twenty-minute presentation using audio-visual aids (power-point, video, etc.), explicate the text.  The rubric for this assignment is in the course syllabus.

 

§  In-semester essays. There will be two (2) in-semester essays, each worth 15% for a total of 30%. For these assignments, the instructor will provide topics from which students may make their selection. Alternatively, students may devise a topic and submit it for approval. These topics must be based on the works under examination at that point in the semester. The length of each of these essays should be around five (5-6) pages

 

§  The final paper will constitute a major part of the course assessment (30%) and will be around ten (10) pages in length. This essay should be an in-depth examination of several texts and should present a clearly articulated thesis that the work seeks to prove. Students will develop this central idea in a well-conceived, organized essay that includes references both to the central texts and to relevant critical /theoretical texts. This culminating paper should demonstrate competence in literary analysis and argument, as well as an appreciation of the historicist approach and contextualization.

 

IMPORTANT DATES

·        Majority Rule Day – Monday January 10, 2022

·        Mid-semester break: Thursday February 22 – Tuesday March 01, 2022

·        Last day to withdraw without academic penalty – Friday March 18, 2022

·        Last day of Class – Monday April 18, 2022 (NB: Public Holiday- Easter Monday)

 

READING LIST

                                                            

Long Fiction

[  ]  God’s Angry Babies by Ian Strachan, 

 

Short Fiction

[  ]  “Weeds” by Helen Klonaris

[  ]  “In the Gully” by Kwame Dawes

 

Poetry

[  ] “The Sea is History” by Derek Walcott

[  ] “Glorianna’ by Ian Strachan

[  ] “Guinea Woman” by Lorna Goodison

[  ] “Overseer: Good Hair” by Vladimir Lucien

[  ] “Island in the Sun – Side 2” by  Kendal Hippolyte

[  ] “The Land of Look Behind” by  Michelle Cliff

[  ] “Nigger Sweat” by Edward Baugh

[  ] “I am the Archipelago” by Eric Roach

[  ] “Robert Love Monument” by Christian Campbell

[  ]  “Rocks of Refuge” by Marion Bethel

 

Critical, contextual, and theoretical readings

[  ]  “Retentions and Survivals” by Sidney W. Mintz and Richard Price

[  ]  “Culture and Colonization” by Aime Cesaire`

[  ]  “Creolization and Nation-Building in the Hispanic Caribbean” by Antonio Benitez-Rojo

[  ] “The Battle for Space” by Rex Nettleford 

[  ] “Race and Creole Ethnicity in the Caribbean” by Percy Hintzen

[  ] “A Dialogue: Nation Language and Poetics of Creolization” by Kamau Brathwaite and

       Edouard Glissant

[  ] “Thinking The Diaspora: Home-thoughts from Abroad” by Stuart Hall

[  ]  “Re-Engineering Blackspace” by Erna Brodber

[  ]  “Articulating a Caribbean Aesthetic: The Revolution of Self-perception” by Gordon

        Rohlehr

[  ]  “Reluctant Matriarchs” by Lucille Mathurin-Mair

[  ]  “Resisting Paradise – Introduction” by Angelique Nixon

 

ASSIGNMENT CHECKLIST

Assignments                                                                                                        Due Date

 

Short Response Assignments based on:

[  ] God’s Angry Babies                                                                                         Fri Feb 04        
                                                                                            Fri Feb 18        

[  ] Poetry Selections                                                                                             Fri Mar 04

                                                                                    Fri Mar 18                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Essays

In-semester essays will focus on specific texts while the end-of-semester 

essay will be more broadly thematic and may include works in two genres: 

poetry and long fiction.

 

Essay 1 requires you to write on God’s Angry Babies.       Fri Mar 11

You may wish to explore one or two of the emerging themes – poverty, 

tourism, ambition – within these works, and the social and political milieu 

that informs the narratives. Question options will be offered.

 

Essay 2 requires you to focus on the selected poetry, the novel,          Fri Apr 08

, or selected short stories. You may wish to focus on one or two of 

the overarching issues in Caribbean discourse: Nationalism/Transnationalism, 

Gender, and History, and to show how the text presents and deals with these 

issues. Question options will be offered.

 

Final Essay -As you derive the topic for your final paper, you will need to             Tues Apr 19

examine three texts (any combinations drawn from the novels, short stories and 

poems studied this semester), showing how they are thematically connected 

and demonstrating how they foreground several specific issues in West Indian 

discourse. These may include Race/ethnicity; History; Colonialism; Neo-

colonialism; Gender; Nationalism; Transnationalism; Feminism, 

and Diaspora Discourse. Question options will be offered for this paper

 

EVALUATION

§  Leading Class Discussion                                         10%

§  Two in-semester essays @ 15% each                           30%

§  Oral Presentation                                                       10%

§  Assignments                                                              20%

§  Final paper                                                                30%

TOTAL                                                                 100%

 

 

 

ENGL 313 – Issues in West Indian Discourse – Spring 2022

Week-by-Week Schedule – subject to change

 

 

Week 1 – MW Jan 10, 12

·        M – Public Holiday (Majority Rule Day) 

·        W - Brief Introductions 

 

Week 2 – MW Jan 17, 19

·        Critical Issues in West Indian/Caribbean Discourse: history, language, race, creolization, gender

·        Brief biography of Strachan, 

·        Discussion of Part 1 of God’s Angry Babies pp.3-63

·        HW: Read up to the end of part 2 of GAB (p.148) for next M and up to end of part 3 p225 for W.

 

Week 3 – MW Jan 24, 26

·        M –Discussion of part 2 of God’s Angry Babies

·        W – Review rubric for Oral Presentations; GAB, part 3 discussion

·        HW: Write: Assignment #1 Questions on God’s Angry Babies  (due next Friday Feb 4)

 

Week 4 – MW Jan 31, Feb 02

·        M - Leading Class Discussion 1 (M) God’s Angry Babies (part 4) 

 

Week 5 – MW Feb 7, 9

          Read: “Battle for Space” and “A Dialogue: Nation Language” in prep for next

          week’s presentations

 

Week 6 – MW Feb 14, 16

·        M - Oral Presentations (1): “Battle for Space” by Nettleford

·        W – Oral Presentation  (2): “A Dialogue: Nation Language and Poetics of 

                                                                    Creolization” by Glissant and Brathwaite

·        HW: Read six poems from course packet: (for Monday)“The Sea is History” (Walcott), “Guinea Woman” (Goodison)  and “the Land of Look Behind” (Cliff); (for Wednesday) “Glorianna” and “Robert Love Monument.”

Week 7 – MW Feb 21, 23

·        M – Leading Class Discussion 3 “The Sea is History,” “Guinea 

      Woman” and/or “The Land of Look Behind”

·        W – Leading Class Discussion 4 “Robert Love Monument” and “Glorianna,”  

·        HW: Read “I am the Archipelago” Roach, “Rocks of Refuge” – Bethel, and “Island in the Sun” – Hippolyte

·        HW: Write: Assignment #3 Questions on Poetry – Roach, Bethel, Hippolyte (Friday

          Mar 04)

          Read: “Resisting Paradise” and “Culture and Creolization” in prep for

          presentations next week; also read 

 

Week 8 – MW Feb 28, Mar 02

·        M – Mid-term Break 

·        W - Assigned: In-semester Essay #1 (based on God’s Angry Babies/ Selected Poetry) -Due Mar 11)

Week 9 – MW Mar 7, 9

·        M- Whole-class Discussion of the first 8 chapters of Sisyphus: characterization, broad themes, language, gender, etc.

·        W- Oral Presentations (3): “Resisting Paradise” by Nixon

    (4): “Culture and Creolization” by Cesaire

·       

Week 10 – MW Mar 14, 16

·        M - Oral Presentations (5): “Reluctant Matriarchs” by Mair

·        HW: Read: two short stories: “Weeds” by Helen Klonaris and “In the Gully” by Kwame

         Dawes

 

Week 11 – MW Mar 21, 23

·        Assigned:  In-Semester #2 (based on Poetry Selection/Short Story Selections – 

·        due April 8)

·        M – Oral Presentation (6): “Re-Engineering Black Space” by Brodber 
·        HW: Plan/work on Final Essay

 

 

 

Week 12 – MW Mar 28, 30

·        M – Leading Class Discussion 7 Ayoka: “Weeds” by Klonaris                              

·        W – Leading Class Discussion 8 Brenda: “In the Gully” by Dawes

HW: Read “Articulating a Caribbean Aesthetics” and “Creolization and Nation-Building in the Hispanic Caribbean” in prep for next week’s presentations

 

Week 13 – MW Apr 04, 06

·        M - Oral Presentations 7: “Articulating a Caribbean Aesthetics” by

                                                            Rohlehr                               

·        W – Oral Presentation 8: “Creolization and Nation-Building in the Hispanic 

                       Caribbean by Benitez-Rojo

·        HW: Plan/draft Final paper

 

Week 14 – MW April 11, 13

·        Writing the research-based literary essay

·        Wrap-up

·        Final Essay due Tuesday April 19 by 5:00 pm

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGL 313 – Issues in Caribbean Discourse

Leading Class Discussion

Evaluation Score Sheet

 

 

 

The following rubric will be used to evaluate your class participation. Be sure that you attend to all of the following areas to maximize your chances of attaining a good grade in this segment of your evaluation. Your participation grade will be derived by adding up all the score and dividing by fifteen to arrive at a mark out of 10.

 

 

Name: _____________________________                         Date ____________________________

 

 

CRITERIA/DESCRIPTORS                                                     VALUE ASSIGNED

 

MAPPING DIRECTION OF DISCUSSION

 

Demonstrated excellent preparation/ knowledge of the work         2     4     6     8     10     

Articulated ideas clearly                                                                   2     4     6     8     10

Offered sound interpretations and analyses                                   2     4     6     8     10

 

LEADING DISCUSSION

 

Raised critical questions central to the topic                                     2     4     6     8     10

Showed evidence of relevant outside reading                               2     4     6     8     10

Sparked discussion and comments from others                                 2     4     6     8     10

 

ENGAGING THE CLASS

 

Initiated debate on issue arising from the text                                  2     4     6     8     10

Exchanged ideas to arrive at a defensible view.                                          2     4     6     8     10

Replied to others who have rebutted your claims.                      2     4     6     8     10

Demonstrated fairness, respect and collegiality                              2     4     6     8     10

                         

 

 

 

 

Total Raw Score___________________                  Divided by 10 = Score out of 10_____________

 

 

 

 

 

ENGL 313 – Issues in West Indian Discourse

Explicating Scholarly Articles/Essays

 

 

This assignment requires students to show their prowess in reading, understanding, and explicating critical articles for the benefit of peers. The following rubric is used in assessing the relative success of this venture. The following descriptors are used to determine the overall evaluation: 

Superior: 10 points; Good: 8 points; Fair: 6 points; Poor: 4 points

 

Name__________________________       Title of Article________________________________

   

 

DESCRIPTOR                                                          SCORE

 

Introduces the journal article effectively and                        2     4     6     8     10

demonstrates excellent grasp of the content

 

Foregrounds the Issue and Main Ideas to be considered 2      4     6     8     10              

 

Employs appropriate strategies to “teach” the class                2     4     6      8     10

To ensure peers’ comprehension

 

Presents information in a logical, interesting sequence 2     4     6      8     10

 

Explicates complex ideas confidently and accurately    2     4     6      8     10

 

Demonstrates ability to synthesize material from text             2     4     6      8     10

 

Questioning strategy effective to encourage peer discussion 2     4     6      8     10

 

Visual aids work well to support the ideas being presented         2     4     6      8     10

 

Uses appropriate gestures and expressions; uses engaging    2     4     6      8     10

tone and vocabulary

 

Conclusion reviews information presented, and ends with         2     4     6      8     10

a clear summary of the "take home points" of the article.

 

 

 

Raw score out of 100 ___________________                      Final out of 10___________

 